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Concerning their uniuſt perſecution by the enemies 
of the Eſtate and of their Religion. Together 
with their lawfmll and neceſſery defence, 


: the Deputies in the Generall Aſſembly of 

\ / \ / the Reformed Chorches of France and the 
Prigcipalitie of Bearn, perſecuted by the ene« 

mics of the Eſtate and of their Religion, who abuſe the 
Kings mind and conſcience, (ecing that to our great griefe 
we are conſtrained by the violence of oppreſhon to have 
recourſe vnto natural! and lawtull meanes (by a necetlar.c 
defence) to preleruethe hbertic of our confciences and the 
ſafetic ot our lives againſt theſe our imp!acable enemies: 
We protelt in the name of the ſaid Churches before God 
and menginuiolably ro remaine vnder the ſubie@tion of our 
King,acknowledging that he is given vs of God to be our 
ſuucraigne Lord. And that all the world way take notice 
that as this obedience,next yntorhe warthip of God, is che 
onely aime of our intention,ſufficient)y manifeited by our 
former fidelitie ingrauen in the pillarsjof our t ſtate, and 
inthe crownes of our late Kings, railed vp againe by our 
predecetſors and our felues,notw:thitanding theendeuors 
of our en«mies fattions: alſo the barred and periecution 
which we now en- ure, is raiſed vp for vo other cauſe by 
our enemies, but for this holy andiuſt ation ; whereunto 

they know we are inſeparably boynd, by the rules of - 
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R:ligion,by the example of our progenitors, and the righe 


"of our owne conſcruation, 


Firſt of all then we beſcech the King and all erne French 
men, as alſo all Kings, Princes and Potentates, friends and 
confederates of the Crowne, and generally al men who 
are touched with the z2ale of Gods glorie, with commiſes 
ration of innocencie troden vnder toote, and with griete 
tor the milerics which at this day thicaten France z to ins 
forme themſclues here of our iuft complaints,that in them 

hey may ſee the perfidiouſnetle of cur enemies and their 
cruclcic, and which (whether we will or no) they puil out 
of our boſome, and biadc vs to publiſh for che iultification 
of our innocencie, andto let all ſuch as loue ivſtice and 
truth (ce, that the refuge of our defence whereunto we are 
brought , is doth neceſſary and iult ; our enemics being 
thrult forward by no other motiue to kindle the hre ji this 
kingdome, then to put out the light of our Religion, and 
ro overthrow the molt ſure refiftance which in the Eſtate 
may be oppoſed to torrein enterpriies, But becaule by their 
wonted {ubtilties they have here followed the common 
courle which tends to violence and crueltic , making to 
themiclues a way by falſe accuſations to the opprethion of 
a iult cauſe, And fur a pretence to invade vs, they baue pro. 
claimed vs rebe's and feditious ; and to ſpread euery where 
this acculation, they employ the EdiRs and declarations of 
the King and of the Parl:aments , yea and the mcuth of 
Ambaſiadours intorrein parts, To the end that the impli. 
Citie of thole who arc lea(t informed either of the hatred, or 
of the power, or ot the craft of our enemies, mightit not re+ 
cciae tome linilter 1mpreſſton of vs; touching the cutie of 
obedience and hidclitie towards our King and country; we 
will thevw here that all the pretences and injurious crimes 
wherewith they charge vs, are meetly artificiall diſguj- 
lings borrowed asa veile to coucr the outrages done to in« 


nocencie, For as to inflamethe hatred ot Kings and the fu- 


ric ofthe pcople againſt che Goſpell, they have heretofore 
aecuſcd the firſt Chriſtians, & our tathers in thele laſt cumes 
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5 
of likecrimes,namely tha they tranſgreſſed againſt the de- 
crees of Ceſar,moued ledition among the people, and did 
ouerthrow the royaltie of Princes, Vnder theſe ſuppoſed 
accuſations they haue cauſed them to {uff-r eaery where 
the violence of the ſword, the burning of firezthe crucltie of 
mallacres, the furic of warres, and the horror of all ſorrs of 
exquilice rotmeits. It is true,that as our fathers were more 
weakeand naked, or expoſed roa more calie (laughter, Re- 
ligion then wasdire&ly charged with theſe crimes , and 
then they have perſecuted and made open war vypon them 
for their profeſſions ſake , But now by a ſubtiltic fitred ro 
their intentions,0ur enemies hauc altered the rnethod. They 
enterpriſe warre vpon the perſons, to breake in ypon Kel - 
gion. And becauſe that after lo many perfidious and cruc'l 
praciles,the arme of God hauing raiſed vs vp,2s out of cur 
fathers aſh:s, and by the miraculous profperitie of the 1:tg 
King (conducted by our fidelitie vpon the throne of this 
monarchie) the breaches of the Ettate being repaired, that 
there might be eltabliſhed a firine peace,an Ecict was prone 
ted vs tor the libertie of Our con'ciences,and places of (afe- 
tie to preſerue our goods and lives againſt the violence 
which the former euils made vs teare for the time to come: 
truly it were nowtoo an apparent violating of peace, and 
they ſhould coo maniteltly declare them{clurs enemies of 
the quiet of France, it openly this Edit ma {q in fauour ot 
vs,ſhould be revoked, andit they ſhou!d make var vpon vs 
for Ret'gion, It were allo toingige roo many per.uns in 
one (eitc lame cauſe, For theſe cauſes to couer thicir pr o« 
iced purpole of the ruine of this Eſtate throug't ours, to 
armerieKing again vs, and to deſtroy vs with g/ exter 
eaſe then utherwite they could pollibly do. They have pro- 
Claimcd vsrebcls and ottenders, they haue endeuoures © 
make this cauſe more particular ; they call the warre they 
make vpon vsa chaltifementof ſeditious perſons. But when 
we ſhalt haue here made plaine to the eyes of :I1 the world 
the purpoſe of thote who are authors ot the'e troubles and 
contuliansz the long oppreliio:3 we have hitherto endured 
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The intent of 


our enemi's, 


with all patience ; thecuidences of our right inthe courſe 
we hauc held in our complaints, and molt humble ſuices 
made to our King, now laid againſt vs as a crime: Laſtly y 
open perlecuiio which at this inſtant they iofli vps vs by 
the armies already raiſed againſt vs in all the parts of this 
kingdome where they thinke weare able any way to relilt, 
We hope that we ſhall cleare our innocencic from theſe 
Nlanders, ſhall approve our iult and neceflary defence, 
which we vndertake, waiting for the hel» and bl.fling of 
the Almightie, And finally we (hall obtaine fauvur and af- 
filtance from all tuch asloue his glorie and the truth : and 
the ſuccour and helpe of wh.v(ocuer they be that delite the 
conſcruation of this poore king'ome, 

Since the molt {ure (tay o: the EdiR for our fafetie,cfta- 


and the mernes blilhed by the mightie hand of che late King , fell by the 


_ teayawiheno ftroke of his deati,zche enemies of our Religion and of the 


pob'tke peace, litting vp themſelues with more hope of go. 
ing forward afid o: bringing their purpoſes to palle,turned 
all their endevours to overthrow this foundation of the 
tranquillicie of the State : kaowing that the ſureſt way to 
bring againe the confuſion of troubles and of the fore- 
paſſed warres, was to deſtroy the Edit which had defiroy- 
ed them, But not being able to promite to themmſelues that 
the gocdinclinations ofthe King, and the wiledome of his 
Mother then Regent, and all well afteQted Frenchmen in- 
tereſl. d in the peace of the kingdome, would conſent, or 
cou'd ſuffer an open breach of the Edi& , they ſought to 
gaine by peece-meale that which they could not obtraine 
in the whole ſumme : and by fleights and more ſecret pra» 
Qiſes to cauſe things to tall into the gulfe , whercinto 
now they have thrownethem, 

The firlt eroundworke of their plot did bewray it ſelfe 
with aftoniſhment and juſt apprehenſion of all of vs, when 
in the coronation of the King they made him take this 
oath: [ will truly endenonr to my power to exclude from my 1 
riſdiftion and lands under my ſubicftion, all beretiches [o de 
nounced bythe Church, As if he took his Crowne vader this 
con- 
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condition and vnder this law, that he ſhould ro»te vsout 
when he could do it. T he blood of that great Henrie crieth 
yet for vengeance for the furious and abominable murthe« 
rer,w ho proteſted and affirmed that the onely reaſon why 
he morthered him, was becauſe he was a fauourer of here- 
ticks, thay he ſuffered them in his kingdome, that he put 
them nor to the ſword : and here they haue cauſed his = 
and ſuccellor,to promiſe that he ſhall employ all his power 
to roote vs out, By this powerfull and effeftull reaſon they 
did ingraue in cheiKings heart from his maſt tender yearcs 
the necelſitie of hating and deſtroying vs; and beſides the 
horror{of the example of his Father cruelly flaine for main- 
taining peace with thoſe who are,called hereticks,they rake 
ot him a ſolemne promiſe to raigne and (it ypon his throne 
vnder this condition to perſecute thoſe whom his facher 
conſcrued and kept, For who is ignorant that vnder the 
name of heretickes, they meane vs ? That we are proclai- 
med and ftiled ſuch by the Roman Church? And therefore 
if the King be bound to the obſcruation of this oath ac- 
cording to their intention , what may we not then feare? 
Wheretore vpon former experience ought we not to feare 
againe the vahappic bloodlheds which ſuch. impreſſions 
and impoſed neceſlities vpon the conſciences of Kings, 
have cauſed vs to feele? 

The like project of our enemics hath yet openly mani- 
feſted it ſeite, when eadeuouring to make a fundamentall 
law topaſle,and an vniuerſall principle of conſcience, that 
we ought not to be ſuffered in France; they obtained in the 
Jaſt Eſtates held at Paris, that the houſes of the Clergie and 
Nobilitie ſhould expreſly demaund/by their rcles the EXC 
cution of this oath of the King, asalſo the reception and 
publication thereof by the Councell of Trent. A Councell 
which hath bin heretofore reieted publikely by thoſe E-. 
Rates which were held when the moſt bloodie and violent 
troubles haue bin ſtirred vp agaiaſt vs in this kingdome, A 
Councell which will not endure that Kings ſhould raigne, 
if they permit life and libertic in their dominions to t _ 
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who are called heretickes, 

But the moſt apparent and moſt ſenſible proceeding of 
the proicR of our malignant enemies , 1s principally tur- 
thered by the ſeditious ſermons of the preaching leſvites 
and other Monkes, who,ſome yeares ſince,by an vabridled 
licence and a manifeſt conſpiracie, contrary to the Edidts 
and their anthoritie , did take vpon them to calumniate vs 
in their pulpits, and ro-make vs odious, preaching furie 
gnd {.dition, nouriſhing the people in hatred of vs, intiru. 
Ring them to haue vs in ex: cration, and inſpiring in their 
windes warres and murihers, do diſpoſe and prepare them 
ypon all occaſions to annoy vs, Hence it is that we contie 
nually feele 1o many violatings of the Edits of peace, 1o 
many br.aches which are made in vpon our fafctie,{o mas 
ny cutrages again(t our liberve, Notwithſtanding we may 
yet boldly athrme, that our patience might haue ouercome 
and as it were [mothered the greateſt part of thele evils, or 
at leaſt we might haue conceiued {ome gocd hope that in 
the end ſome remedies would haue bin provided for vs by 
the boun'ic of the King andthe wiſedom of his moll faith» 
ful! Counſellers, it the Icluitcs were pot exaltcd to the 
hei:htof power w hereunto they are come, For it doth euj. 
ently 2ppearg.that by al lorts ct violent mcai:es they haue 
kicheito prociged the rooting out of our Religion,and rhe 
overthrow of.xi;is Monarchie. Principally lince their power 
hath growne to the proportion of their euill will, and that 
they {ec all obſtacles which heretofore were oppoſed as 
gzinſt che:r hardy enterpriſe to be now broken downe or 
to yeeld vnderneath their power : what other expeRation 
is relerucd for vs, but to feelechedanger wherinto fo long 
a time they have projected to plunge vs? The miſerable 
face of Chriſtendom at this day almoſt rent in peeces with 
warres and horrible confulions, doth manifclt ſufficiently 
to all the world what power their wicked and artificiall in« 
eutions haue to ſtirre ypa warre of Religion, almoſt vni- 
verfall, And who gan preſurre that France slone (which 
they have made fo aftea to feele ſo mournfull nan by 

cle 
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"+ theirtrecherous hands) being at this day in their power; 
and as it were vnder their ab{ulute gouernment, ſhould ec. 
ſcapethe common accident which they haue cauſed to fall 
ypon thole Eſtates where their credic and the diuerlitic of 
Religion haue giuen them pretence and matror to cauſe 
trouble, There is noman (o vnacquainted with their de(. 
ſcines, who hath not heretofore foreicene or foretols, that 
the miſcrie and ruine of France drew neare when the coun» 
ſels of lefurres ſhould prevaile, Ard now when on the one 
{ide we ſce them in fuch high eſteeme,and on the other fide 
France brought tothe miſerie of ciuiit warres : 1s any one 

fo blinde that be contelleth it not,to be the worke of their 

hand? who would ſeek any other cauſc or beginning there« 
of ? The feare of falling into theſe cuils, hath cauſed vs to 
heare many aduertiſeme'1ts from the wileſt and beſt aff:t- 
ed French men,which {o long time haue withltood it with 

all cheir power, The torce of the Parliament of Paris hath 
oft oppoſed its authoritie againſt their enterpriſes. And the 
remarkable documents which the iudgement thereof hath 

ſpread throughout France (oone after the death of the late 

King , touching the danger and pernicious conſequences 

to the Eftate,if they attained to greater credit,did guide the 

wiſedome of the Kings Mother to reſtraine their ouerbold- 

nevin the Court and inthe managing of affaires And chey 

could never obtaine their delires during her regeacie, and 

the authoritic which ſhe had in the goucrnment of the E- 

ſtare, 


But as all thirgs fit their (yrnes who ſceke occaſion of 11.7 power 
proceeding , hauing tound in the gouernment fol lowing the Tefuirs haue 
a more fauourzble ſupport , 9s they are ready to vent tle rowin France, 


vle of their miniſtery, helped by the opportnnitie, and 
propt with that bard, they have ſcal:d that pinnacle of 

wer, wacreon we [ce theranow-maunted, Then we fav 
the boldeit Icluite of rhe whole Socictic brought into the 
Louure, and with a raſhnelle beyond example placs hime 
{clfe within the houſe of the Kings ſacred Maie(/je , tht fo 
atalt bourcs andmomentshemight have the. oor nll 
m—_ i; 
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of him in his owne power. And ever ſince it hath appea- 
re in the goucrnment of the State, what power tte lee 
luites haue gotten ouer the Kingsaffe&ions . By two no» 
table prootes ſoon after this leſuites introduRtion, it nigh 
eafily be perceived, that thencetorth nothing ſhouls be im- 
pollible co thoſe of his Societie , whatſoever they would 
vadcrtake for themſclues or againlt vs. The ncceſlicie of 
this diſcourſe requireth that we repreſent them, 

All France may well remember , chat three dayes after 
this leſuite had got the Kings care, they cauſed his Couns 
ccll to cancell che AR of Parliament, by the which the 
opening of their Colledge in Paris was interdicted them, 
vncill ſuch time as they had publikly renounced their prin- 
ciples of the ruine of States and killing of Kings. And to 
ſlew that all oppolition to their violence ſhould thencee 
forth be vaiae, by an Order f:9m the Councell ( by chem 
ſet vp in euery quarter of Paris in {1gne of criumph ) they 
cauled the Decrees of the Vaiuerſitie ( which had ſome« 
what reliſted elem) to be annulled. With like facilicie, 
and at the ſame time,they obtained an AR infauour of the 
Biſhops of Bearn the 25 of June 16 «7. for the reſtoring of 
all EccleGaſticall goods of that Country, which by a fo« 
lemne «<ſtavliſbmente decreed by the Soueraigne and Pate 
liar ent, were ordained for the maintenance of our Paſtors, 
Co!lledge, Garriſons, Ofhcers, and other charges of the 
country, 15 yeares together the Biſhops had followed this 
{uice with all puflible inſtance. The late King ſundry times 
ſoll:ciced irom Rome in their behalf, knowing wel the con» 
ſequencesot luch a change, bound allo by his oath to in« 
nouate nothing (belide the libertic of Exercle giuen to the 
Roman Catholicks, with relticution of ſo much Eccleſia- 
ſticall goods as was needfull for them, granted by Edits 
and execut:d in the yeare 1599) had alwayes refuſed it 
them. The Queene mother of the King, for like conſidera= 
tions ,and becauſc of the ſame oath taken by her Maieftic 
now raigning,for the maintenance of the ancient cſtabliſh= 
ment (confirmed ouer and abouc by tweluc ſeucral ſo 
an 


IT 
and Declarations obtained againſtthe inſtance that the Bi- 
ſhops made on the contrary) would not medele with it. 
The proi-Q of our enemies could not be better aduanced 
then by a blow of this nature. For they knew that the exe» 
cution of this Reſtitution would draw after it ( as; alas, it 
is come to palle) the ſubuerſion of the countrey, and the 
vtter ruine of our Religion in the ſame, with hope tbat 
with the ſparkles they thould kindle chere, they might ſer 
all France on fre . Wherefore they drew the King by his 
eonſcience, and by vrging his oath, touching the rooting 
our of a/l Religion contrary to his, to make that Decree 
by prerovatiu*: which tor this cauſg (though giuen raſhly, 
without the aduice of the principall Ofticers of the Crowne 
a 1d Srate in a bulinelle of fuch conſequence, and againſt 
the courſe of Law ypon the onely purtuite of the Biſhops, 
without hearing the Deputies of the country) would neuer 
be called in , notwithitanding all the remonſtrances and 
{opplications that could lince be preſented , which haue 
not bene otherwiſe anſwered, then that the authoritic and 
conſcienceof the King tood engaged in it, Thence we ga» 
thered a wofull experience of the Kings inclination in 
thoſe affaires that moſt concerne his State and our faferie, 
Secipg that this leſuire held all his aff:Rions bound with 
reſpects of Religion, and that deuotion vnto which his 
M .ieitic out of an inbred goodnefle is naturally given, 
was 28 a ſpring vnto his conſcience, by the which he incli. 
neth his whole will co what pleaſeth him beſt , Hee hath 
male hiraſclte the Counſel of che Kings conſcience (to vie 
his owne phraf-): and in this Counſel! can he propound 
other Maximes then thoſe of Rome ? chat may be all redu- 
ced to this head of the ſubuerſion of this State and our ru- 
ine, He giues him for a law the determination of the Coun- 
cell of Conftance; That faith us not to be kept with bereticks. 
That whatſoever Edifts he hath made or iworne, bind him 
not, That therefore he may, nay thathe oughe to br. ake 
them. And the better to induce him, he reades him no 0- 


ther Lecture then the oath of his Coronation, Propounds 
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him no gfeater merit to be rewarded with Paradiſe, them 
the rooting out of Heretickes, -Incites him to ſeeke that 
way a more glorious renowne. thea ever S, Lews got by 
warring with the Infidels. Theie and ſuch like are the coun- 
ſels of conſcicnce of this leſuite, By the which his Maicſtic 
ſetting alide all other conſiderations of his guyernment, 
hath let himſelte be caried away, and hath often ſad, /t ts 
better to loſe bus Eſtate then his ſemle, Taught (ir leemes) to 
hold it tora M.xime, that there aze occalions of fauing his 
ſoule with the loile of his kingdome , New trom thepof 
{c{lion of the Kings will, eacloled thus ywwhin the hand of 
the Icluices, chey have draywne to themiClucs by a neceſlar 
conſequence, the whole gouernment of the State, Which 
they haue compalled the ealter, by reaſoa that all the ſage 
and old Counieliors and Othcers that ſerued the late King, 
and France, in the eltabliſhment and maintenance of the 
profperitie and greatneſſe which it was raiſed to ynder his 
reigne, being now (as we ſee) put from all managing of 
affaires; they to whom the Kings abundant fauour giues 
all authoritic in the gouernment, do willingly conſent,that 
the direRing of the Counſell be cemmitred to the Popes 
Sollicitors, Cardinals and Biſhops , And ſuch as yet re- 
maine, or as are newly brought in, ſome nurtured with the 
leuen of old SpaniſhfaRions and affeRions , others won 
withthe aduantageous liberalitics of the new, or with Ro 
miſh honours (whereof the Ieſuites arc the chicte brokers) 
concurre all together in one and the ſame conſent, tuuchs« 
ing the ſubucrlion of whatſocuer the late King had efla- 
blif:ed, but chiefly for ſo much as concernes vs. And theſe 
allurements hauc bene of ſuck cicacie, that he from whom 
the beſt expeftedan vnvariable affeRion to peace and good 
gouernment, in = of a Church-dignitie, hath dcuoted 
himſclfe to be an inſtrument of the firſt breach , through 
which,perſecution hath ruſhed in vpon vs. On the other 
Ade, the high and infericur Courts, and all Magiſtrates of 
the kingdome are filled with ſuch perſons as are wholy 
Wbic&cd to them, cither by faperllitign, or by _ of 
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fortune. The people have no other affeRions then ſuch as 
_— geſt ynto them by their ſermons or by their priuate 
conreinons, 


The power then of our enemies being ſuch , we haue Howbardly we 


alſo, to our dammage, felt the effe&ts of it by a contrary ** 
viage to that that we found vnder the late King, For ince 
they haue got this authoritie (ve might very well ſay, ſince 
their reigne) there is no more fauour nor acceile at Court 
fur thole of our Religion. Many to whom their fathers (ers 
uices and their owne had thictherto preſerucd them the ho- 
nour of {me places neare the King haue bene put by them, 
The greater part are conſtrained to rid themſelues of them, 
vader this command, Change your Religion, or leane your Of 
fee. !tis told them that the King cannot with a good cye 
ſee the Huguenots about his perſon, In the Priuie Councel 
our greatett oppulites are our Judges; and they whom we 
petition,are our ſworne enemies. We are ſhut our of Ofti- 
ces in all Courts higher or lower, againlt the freedome of 
the Statutes, If any one that is now in place turnes of our 
Religion, preſently the Attourneys Generall or their ſub» 
ſtitu:es oppoſe his ſitring . The Courts conteſt with him, 
and repulle him. And how many are there in the Court of 
Parliament at Paris and clſewhere, who are detained from 
comming to vs by the oppreſſion of this libertic?But when 
thould we have reckoned vp all the kindes o: injuries 
done vato vs? The (editious infolencies dayly committed 
to hinder the free exerciſe of our Religion in thoſe places 
where we are tollerated, The attemp:3and enterpriſes a» 
ainſt ſuch places as have bin giuen vs in cuſtody for our 
nmr T he {ecret praQtiſes to debauciz the Gourernours 
of then, as it is newly confirmed in the Gouernours of 
Clermont, Ledcue and Argenton , The retuſall of prout- 
ding for the reſtitution of thoſe places, The riots and out - 
rages that thoſe of our Religion ſuffer in citic and country 
by the fury of the peop!le,prouc ked by their Preachers, T he 
1avages and firing of our Churches ard Church-yards. The 
inhumanitics exerciſed in digging vp our dead, and hin- 
B. 3 d:ing 
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dripg their buriall. The violence offered fickfolkes conſcie. 
ences, euen in the agony of death, thereby to force them 
to renovace their Keligion, The crucltic exerciſed on our 
poore and ficke, who are caſt out of Hoſpitals. 1 he vniuſl 
force praftiſed in robbing vs of our children to bring them 
vp in the Roman Religion, agaivft cheir tat{e:s otent and 
laſt will, To be ſhort, all maner of vrongs and violences 
are done vs,againſt the Kings authoritic, and publik peace 
and tranquillitie. 

In all theſe miſchiefes we haye no other recourſe then to 
our complaints, which we continually direR to the Magi» 
firates,either of the Provinces or cf the high Courts « But 
there, alas, in tead of remedies we inde poiſon , For rot 
onely they [end vs backe, and doe vs no rig it ; but the ins» 
juſtice wherewith they aggravate tlie {o;mer injury, 2ug- 
ments their boldneſſe that did vs the wrong, encouraged 
by their impunitic,and by the Jaw that they gather trow the 
Iudges themſclues, 

Ourfafl refuge is tothe Kings iuſtice and Officers of 
State, whither ( torced by the hard viage we finde cuery 
where) we tlie as to our ſanuary: and there our enemies 


now is imputed oppoſe our accetle with their vemoſt violence, They per- 
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cciue that the Kings pr_ would detend vs againſt 
all rhcir injuries. They know that our courſe by com plaints, 
which nature opens vnto euery one, would fhroud vs vn- 
der the couert of his ivſtice , where both our reſt aiid the 
publike tranquillitie ſhould be preſerued And therefore 
we finde their confpiracie to be the more malicious. For 
not onely they top his Maieſties care, and barre vs from 
all pail+ge thereunto; but when we offer to approach it by 
our moſt humble petitions and requeſts, they lay for vs by 
a more then diucl}:(h ſubciltie, the ſnare of their caluranie, 
to make vs fall into the blame of a pretended diſobedience, 
They turne our complaints into crimes : they terme v3 ſe» 
ditious and rebels. This 1s the accuſation for the which they 
purſue vs criminally. Thisisthe accuſation, for the which 
they 2ow periecute vs, We here call heanen and carth to 
witnefle 
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witneſle betweene our encmics and vs, deſiring that the 
roce4ure of our complaincs to his Maieſtie, which we wil 
ere truly and fully lay open, being knowne to all, men 
may iudge of our innocencie, and of the calumnie of their 
a:cuſationz and finally of the vniuſt warre and perſecution 
which our aducrſaries vnder this pretext haue raiſed a» 

gainſt vs. 

For the maintaining of the Edi of peace and ation 
of the breaches thereof , the late King did cſtablith accor- 
ding ro hisequitie an order among vs, by the which we 
might trom cune eo time with his permiſſion and grant aſ- 
ſemble our ſelues by Depuries out of all the Prouinces, ro 
gender him our complaints of all ſuch grieuances as might 
be done vs , and receiue from his bountie reaſonable an+- 
ſwers, and ſach as ſhould be neceſlary for the keeping of 
his Edits. According to this order,feeliog a more vrgent 
neceſlitie then ever, we addrefſ-d our ſelucs vnto his Ma- 
jeſtie by our QA generall in the yeare 1619, and it 

leaſed his Maieltie to- grant vs, according to ourtmoſt 
humble requeſt, a Briefe, by the which we were permitted 
to aſſemble our ſelues in the Citie of Loudun the 25 of Sep- 
tember. Where being met together out of ail the Prouin- 
ces of the kingdome and Soucraigntic of B-arn , our bils 
of complaints being drawne, we preſented them in all hu* 
militie to his Maicſtie, beſeeching him that by a favourable 
anſwer to the principall articles and mol important grie- 
uances they might carry backe into all the Provinces, by 
the ceftimonials of his -good will row:rds our protetien, 
ſome allurance to his ſbieds of the Religion , againſt ſo 
many threats and feares as doe apparently inuiron them, 
There would neuer be an end,it we ſhould here dilp'ay the 
ſeucra!l heads of all thoſe complaints. We will onely touch 
ſome of them, to ſhew theirimporcance, and the nec. {lirie 
of obtaining ſpecdie iuſtice vpon them. 

We complaine that Leytoure a place of ſuretie bath bin 
wrelted our of our hands. T Fat rwo of our Religion proute 
ded of offices of Counte.loars in the Court of —— 
0 


16 
of Paris, could not obtaine their admiſſion in three whole 
veares purſuite.!T hat the exerciſc of our Religion being ba- 
"hed Clermont of Lodeue a place of furetic, vpon the 
reeſtabliſhing c the ſame ſued by vs, the execution of an 
order from the Kings Counſel! was oppoſed vi & armir, 
T hat our Churches have bene burned or cCemoliſhed at 
Bourg in Breſle, at Moulins in Bourbonnois, and at Lavall 
neareGuiſe . That at Beaux in Province Monfienr de Vere 
Captaine of the Caſtle, after many threats and ourrages, to 
prohibite and hinder thoſe of the Religion trom their ex» 
erciſe,did at lalt driue them out violently by torce cf armes 
the cight of Februarie 2620, That iultice could not be ob- 
. tained for the exceſſiue outrages done to ſorne of the Reli- 
gion at Baugenci, and tor ripging the Allarum bell agai-t 
them; and that the Oftenders that threw two men out of a 
garret,end ran one of them through with a {word, aus bin 
heard as witnelles co the informations made by the Licus 
tenant Gencrall in the iuriſdiftion of Orleans ; .and that 
though the cauſe was referred to the Parliament of Paris, 
yet notwithſtanding the Attourney Generall in the ſame 
hath let the ſuite fall , That our Paſtors bavue bin violently 
expelled the Cities cf Bourgesand la Chaftcigneraye. That 
divers perſons profeſling our Religion at Chaalons vpon 
Saonne, haue bin chaſed and baniſhed thence, as allo out 
of the Dutchie of Barrois, That the places granted vs for 
the exerciſe of our Religion neare the Citics of Lyons,Di- 
jon and Langres, were barred ys. That in thoſe places where 
el: nhabitancs haue aQtually enioyedthe ſaid exerciſe eucr 
fince the yeares 1596, 1597.A20d theretore haue full hberty 
by the EdiQt,are there moleſied, as at la Chaſteigneraye, at 
Ja Chaltre, at $ Cyprian, la Herle,Velus, Mauflac, Langon, 
Bourg Je Conde in Normandie, at Agiene in Viuarets, at 
S, Marcelin in Foreſt, at la Chaulme in Xaintogne by for- 
ma'l oppoſition of the Officers , at Florence Picuſque, at 
Montfort and Puget by the Conſuls, nearc the Towne of 
Perigueux, at Montignac Charente by order from the Sc- 
neſchal of Angoumois ypon forfeiture of a thouſand frarks. 
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That the education of children hath bin taken dway from 
their fathers of our Religion, to inftruR them in a contrae 
ry, as trom the Maſter ot Accompes at Parii; and by order 
of the Couit of Parliament at Roane in the cauſe of one 
Connrechef. T hat many children of the Religion, haue bin 
ſtolen away by Monks. Asat Ambrun the fon of a citizen, 
at Millaud the ſonne of Aforfiear Valetre, at Leycoure a boy 
of ten yeares old, named Francs Aram, by the leſuite Re» 
gowr the fourth of Ianuary 3620, That our grazes have bin 
1ohun;anely violated, or the burials hindred in divers pl- 
ce$,28 at Aix 18 Province, at Gordes, at Mirabecau, at On- 
ple, at Xainces, at $,Georges of Oleron, and in many pla» 
ces of Guienne and other parts with crueltie & barbarittve. 
That our poore licke haue bin caſt out of Hoſpitals, or 
their coniciences torced , as during the laſt concagion at 
Paris, in the Hoſpitall of Saint Lewes, where many were 
violented, and all accefle denicd our Miniſters and Elders 
to comfort them, That the Parliaments, tothe preiudice of 
the Courts eſtabliſhed, have attributed to them(ſclues the 
knowledge of our cauſes, as the Parliament of Bovurdeaux 
d:uers times, and particularly m the bulineſle of che inha- 
bicants of Mas d Agenois, who chereby haue ſuffered ex» 
cceding great vexations, whereot many of chem are dead 

in priſon, But chiefly ja criminall cauſes, as the Parliamenc 
o: Tholouſe, which having condemned /obn de Naſſer Ree 
gilter of Montauban ro make honor.ble amends, would 
not give way vntoan Order from tl;e Covncell tor the re 
ferring of it to the Court of Caſtres, - And agaire, the Pars 
liament of B.urdeaux in the cauſe of the inhabitancs. of 
Tartas, who inthe lurprize of rhe Caſtle having bin cru» - 
eily vied, outraged and expelled, haue bin purſued and ill 

handlcdin the faid Parliament ,, which vpon the recrimit- 
nation ofthe inutinous ang {egitious retained the know» 
ledge of the cauſe tothe preiugice of th» Court of Nerac.In 
the Parliament of Aix' , many of ours haue bin detained 
prifon:rs many yeares, though their cauſes were referred 


tothe Cour: of Grenoble ,-and there retaiacd accerding 
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ro the Edi&. We defired moreouer thet the alweration 
made in the Cities of Montault, V areiltes, Taraſſon, Moot. 
gaillard in the Countie of Foix, (where nothing ſhould be 
innouaced, acco:ding to the Briefe of 1598.) might be rc« 
paired, T hat it wo.Id pleaſe the King to grant vs the Briefe 
for th- cuſtodie of places of ſuretie, with the delivery of the 
goueroment of the places in Dauphine.To call in the De- 
cree ior the reſtoring ot the Eccleſiafticall goods of Bearn, 
Tnat the Fowne of Priuas might be pat 2gaine into the 
han 4s of the inhabicavts, and iuſtice done them of the ri« 
ors, violences, and outrapes committed againſt them, B=- 
des an infinite number of other grieuances publike and 
priuate,t00 long to rehearſe, In all the which we tound our 
eqemics ſtrength (a great, that all iuſtice hath bin denied vs 
therein, and all the anſwer we could get was 2n abſolute 
command to breake vp our Alſembly, 

Bur when as the importunitie of th? miſchiefe 'and 
the necellitie of remedie forced vs to haue often re. 
courſe vnto his Maieſtie , Then our Aducrſaries be- 
gan to ſtile our ſuite and humble petition reiterated, by the 
name of rebellion, that ſo they might not onely take frem 
vs all hope of juſtice, but alſo make vs odious, And to o- 
pen a doore for warre and perſecution , they obtained a 
commination of crime to be proclaimed againſt vs, (as if it 
were acrime to complaine) threatning aloud our perſeue, 
rance with the Kings ſword, and caufing burſall Edits to 
be extraordinarily confirmed in Courts of Parliament for 
preparatiues fur warre againſt vs, The King neverthelefſe 

4. 4 Ont of his natural! poodnes and great inclination toiultice, 
_—_—— putting by the violence of Qur enemies , promiſed vs by 
meer agaive the Prince bis Highneſſe and Monfewr de Luynes now Con- 
wiches or mo- ſtable, who gave their word' tothe Lords Le/dignieres and 
neths in caſe of Cy follow for our better affurance, that within Iix' moneths 
wperformance. aerthe day of our ſeparation,the citic of Leytoure ſhould 

be reſtored vnto vs; and the Counſellers received into the 
Parliament of Paris, The Briefe for the cuſtodie of places 
of ſuretic, and the goucrnment of thoſe of hine 
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ſhould be delivered - vnto vs. And the -oucrplus of our 
complaints fauourably anſwered,and the anſwers truly cxe- 
cuted; and that within ſeuen moneths after the day of our 
ſeparation, the Deputies of Bearn ſhould have audience vp. 
on that that they had co (ſhew vnto his Maicſtie. And in caſe 
theſe promites were not periormed within the time, it 
ſhould belawtull for vs to meecte againe, to re-dewand iu- 
ſtice of his Maieſtie vpon our grieuances. Now becauſe 
that vpon the condition of theſe promiſes , vpon the afſu- 
rance with the which they were {ct forth vato vs, and vpou 
the true intent promiled in the performance of the fame, 
dependerh the maine juſtification of our procedure follow: 
ing , for the which weare vniuſtly declared faultie , and 
dealt withall by the rigor of armes; let all the world (ee here 
vpon what ground we build our linceritic and plaine mea- 
ping , and what right we had to rea(lemble our (clues. For 
confirmation of the promiſe made vs tothis purpoſe » we 
were ſhewed that it was the very firſt cbiovg the King on 
his word promiſed to hisſubicRs of the Religion, fi2ce he 
came to the Crowne, The Lord Conſtable, added that his 
comming in berweene, wauld be worth Brictes vnto vs, 
and happily more. The King himſclte our of his owne 
mouth confirmed it ſince at Fontainebleau to the Deputies 
that certified the King of our {eparation, in preſence of the 
Lord Duke de Leſdiguierer,who had aſſured vs as much be- 
fore, Had it now bin lawfullfor vs todelire or imagine 4- 
ny better licence then the Kings ſacred word, the firlt that 
ever he gaue vs? Paper and inke can adde no weight nor 
authoritie to a Kings word, And certainly we thould hau2 
held our ſelues ynworthy of our Kings faucur, and iniuri- 
ous to his authoritie, it we had required greater aſſurance 
for this permiſſion chen his owne word, 1 hus our Allem- 
bly broke vp the-23 of April, 1620. after an AR drawne 
amoag vs ot our obeJience, containing all cond.tions and 
promiſes atcreſa;d, withorder giuen-to:thoſe of-Roche!l 
tor the calling of another Congrega/10n,it need ſhould be, 
m ſuch a place as they ſhould chioke molt conuevient. The 
Ca © 
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Deputies, after they had withdrawne themſclues,and giuen 
account in the Proujnces, were continued, or others ioy« 
ned cothem, to meete together againe, in caſe of ynper« 
formaiace of things granted according tothe condition of 
the promiſes. This was done in all che Provinces openly, 
to his Miicltics knowledge and the-Lords of his Coun- 
cell, Ic was not miſliked, I he King made no declaration to 
the contrary. And y< this is moſt certain, that if there were 
any enterpriſe or attempt againſt the Kings authoritie, it 
was the nomination of the Deputies , But as that was ace 
knowle”ged la vtull by permitting it, becauſe of the con» 
dition : lo allv our Deputies Generall ſuing the pertore 
mance of things promiſed, did nor ſticke to adde alwayes 
this remonſtrance to the Lords of the Councell; Do vs i«- 
tice, and ſane vs the labour of another meeting, The Prince 
his Highnclle being diuerstimes preſent in Parliament to 
cont me the Kings command. for the admiſſion of the 
'Counccllors, ſhewed vato theny the permiſſion we had to 
realſemble our (elucs, which they themſclues occalioned 

by their retulall. 
| t Now the prefixt time of fixe moneths for the perfor« 
The erecw0? mance of promiſes expiring, the x 3.0f October, without 
Sp oe anyetfeR, the King being gone into Guyenne in Septem.- 
Bearn anticipa- DF Was {oliicued by our enemies to cnioyne thole of 
ted,and an alte- Bearn to execute che order of Reſtitution, and co confirime 
ration made in -jt 1 the Parliament of Pay. The terwe agreed vpon for 
- ar 7 thcir remon(trances, which his Maickic promiſed to heare 
libertie ia te}. from the mouth of their Deputies, extended to the 13, of 
bgioa, Nouemberz which cauſed the Parliamentot Pau,vpon the 
Kings command, to order that the Deputies ſhould make 
their remonſtrances to his Maictie, within thetimae agreed 
vpon. (contirmed again by aletter dated the 24 of Septems 
ber from his Maicſtic- to the ſaid Parliament ) otherwiſe 
thetime being expired, the order of Reſtitution ſhould be 
conficmed. His Majeſtie not contented with -this De» 
cree, before the remonſtrances of thoſe of the conn- 
try were heard, was put on by ourenemies to-go _ 
cltc 
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ſelferhicher: Andakhough che Parliament by a ſecond Dev 
cree of coafirmation, had prevented his Maieſties coming; 
yet through the induRion ot our enemies, he eatred-into 
the country with his armie; 

We would here williagly conceale the difloyaltie of our 
enemies, and the cruckies there praQtiſed by their induce 
ments, if their calumnious accuſations and the bitter ans 
guiſh of our mifcries did not nowconſtraine vs to open 
our mouthes tor our owne iultification, and to call on ven. 
geance befor: God and men, We will not ſpeakej of the 
alccration made in the country, by che vniting of it to the 
Crowne of Frznce ,, though it be cuident it was not {6 
much for any aduantake to France, as to make way for the 
al:eration ot our Religion, We will onely touch in few 
words ſo much as hath bin-done dire&ly for the ruine of 
the Goſpel. The King then being at Nauarenx,” and- pur « 
poſing to keep? his promiſe with Afonſiewy de Sales, made 
firſtat Boutdeaux,and ſince confirmed in the country, that 
he would (till maiataine bim in the government of the Ci. 
tic, in conlideration of his long ſeruices, and the ready 0+ 
bedience he ſhewed by all manner of ſubmiſſion vnto his 
Maicſtie: yet for all this; vrged by our enemies to take the 
government from him and giue it co a Papiſt, bur with- 
held by che religion of bis promiſes, the leſuice chat is Rill 
at his clbow intcrpoling his counſell of conſcience (or ra« 
ther without conicience) perſwaded his Majeflie that it 
was lawtull for him to breake his promile, by an equiuo« 
cation, truly deſerning the indignation of God and men. 
Towy promiſe ({2ith he) Sir; # either of State or conſcience. Of 
conſcience ((aith he) itcannor be, for it is contrary to the good 
of the Charch. Seemg then it «s of State, your Maieſtie ought 
to belceme your Comnſelionrs, who ſhewyon, that for the good of 

Jour ſermice, it u neceſſary that this place be no longer in the 
power of au Huguenot, Thus the King led by the Maifter of 
his conſcience, who will be a ſuretic for him to God tor all 
he (hall do by his counſell, commanded AMonſiewr de Sales 
torthwich to reſigne his gouernment to Monfiewr de Poy- 
SK. Arg 


'L 
'Þ 
'T 
F 
; 
| 
6] 
| 


22 

ans (worne enemie ta thoſe of our Religion, And then the 
Towne-gdrilon beivg firſt removed, and the inhabitant dif 
armed, there were brought itt foure hundred ſoulgiers Pa- 
pilts vnder Monfienr de Poyanes command . T his done,to 
take away all that might yer any wayes {ecurethole of the 
Religion, the ix Capraines ot the Parſ-ns were caſliered, 
2nd the Townes of Sauucterre, Orthes, Oleron and Nai 
filled with Papiſt-garilons, T he Kiog being come the fe- 
cond time to Pau, gaue the Biſhops the prelidencie in the 
Ailembly of Eſtates there called, that ſothey might ouer- 
{way the whole country. And God grant he trie not the 
ſame experiment of cheir perhdie that chaſed his father 
thence in his intanciez and that the neighbour.enemies 
pradiiſes finde not in them-a ready way into France 
through that Coore where our hdelitie hath alwayes beene 
a bulwarke, Now that no part of the {ecuritie and libertie 
of ourReligion might remain voviolated, the Papiſts were 
made maſters of all our Churches, notwittftanding the 
condition of the reſtitution it ſelfe , beating this relerua- 
tion, that the Churches ſhould remaine ours till ſuch time 
as others were prouided vs, Thele alterations made out of 
hate to our Religion,andto baniſhic the country, fo aug- 
mented their bo!dnetle who are continuaily ravght and in- 
cited to milchiefe vs, that whereas reſpeR of che Kings pre+ 
ſence ſhould have reſtrained them, yer their licentiouinetle 
ſo ouerflowed, that whereſocuer they came, our Churches 
could not be (aued from infinite rauages and ſcandals, fo 
far,that even within che Citie of Pau (the Ling h1mſelfe be- 
ing there) afier they had broken downe the pulpit and 
ſeates of the Church, they burned publikly the Bible and 
New Teſtament, The Miniſters were in diuers places out- 
raged, anddiuers perſons conſtrained againſt, their conſci- 
ences to kneele to Proceſſions . The overplus of the inſo» 
lences,violences and riots that this poore Country endu- 
rod,was ingumerable, and ſuch as the moſt ſauage enemies 
could exerciſe inthe midſt of a conqueſt, Hereupon for ' 
triumph Arzonx makes a booke,ticled, T he King in Bearn; 

where 
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where, not able to-containe hiqmſelfe for loy to ſee his def- 
feignes ſo forward, he plaialy ſhewes how far he purpoſeth 
they ſhall cacead, and what we mult expe& will be the (c« 
quele of them, The King (by his reckoning) is not to ſur- 
ceaſetill.ve hath quite extiogaiſhed the Religion that hee 
ſo much abhorrecthand highly extolling him for this com- 
mencemeat and purſuit of the deſligne,aboue the late King 
his father ; leaues to be yaderitoo 1 that the death of that 

ood King bauing bin haltned for refaling to doas much; 


- his Maicltic is to looke for more fauourable viage art their 


hands fo loog as he will continue. * 

Bearn brought to this pititull eſtate, the King vpon his 
returne left parc of his army in Guyenne, and ſcattered che 
relt in Poidtou, filling all our Churches with terrur: And 
thenceforth no talk but of the ruine of all Huguenots, All 
the diſcourſe at Court is of the liege of Rochell, They fay, 
it is not athree moneths matter; they ſtay but for- weather. 
In the meane while all the promites made at Loudun be- 
ing negleRe4,the tim? paſt,and nothing performed, (ſaue 
the delivery of che Briefe for the keeping of places ) not 
with(tanding the carneſt purſuit of our Deputies Generall 
all this while; the congregation of Deputies nominated by 
the P:ouinces (and bound to meet to preſent their requelits 
to his Maicitie vpon the ynperformance of promiſes) as 
called at Rochell againſt the e5 of November, We will not 
omit that after the alterations made in Bearn, the Towne of 
Leytoure was teltored to aGentleman of the Religion; but 
let all indifterent perſons judge, whether a Papilt garifoa 
being leit.chere , and, again(t the order of the former go- 
uerament of the Towne, a Licutenane eſtabliſhed, that ne- 
uer had the apprebation of the Synod of #he Prouince , ac+ 
cording to the intent of his Maieftics Briefe for the keep- 
ing of places of fafctie, this be the ſquaredeali at was 
promited vs, Againe,weleaue it tobe judged, whether »f- 
ter that the (afctic of a whole country hath bin wreft- d 
from vs, this maine promite executed after ſuch a faſhior , 
and all the iclt negleRted and remaining vnpertormec 
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our right of complaining of ſo manifeſt an abuſe , and'of 
theic new and {o intollerablegrieuances, doth ceaſe, whee 
ther the necellitie of it be diminiſhed, & whether the libere 
tic of accelle thould be interdifted vs, Such ev being the 
weight of the reaſons why we ſhould re-all.mble our 
ſclues, and withall fic to the Kings iuſtice, hauing leaue 
{2 rodoe ; yet neucrthelefle we were ſcarce all met in this 
place, wheras a declzration came forth, that made vs male» 
tactors, denouncing wrath and iudgement of cond mna» 
tion againſt the aſſemblers and atlen.bled, But nerwithe 
ſtanding foraſmuch as we. inde that ourgricuances arelo 
vrgent; that our-conſcieaces ſummon vs to tuifil the charge 
impuled vpon vsby our Churches ; and that they witnetle 
ynto vs in (incer:tie that we proceed according vnto-iu- 
ſtice, We endeuor to preſent vnto the King our moſt hum« 
ble remonſiraces, to purge vs of the falle accuſations and 
crimes laid vpon vs by our adverſaries, who abuſe the au- 
thoriie of his name to breake his word with ys, To ſhew 
vnto his Maicſtie the wrgent aeceſſitic of our juſt com» 
_ To beſeech him in all hunulitic that it would pleaſe 
1im to deliver our Churches from fo many alarums and 
frightsas do now enuiron them on a'l{id-s, Ina word, 
that he would ſhew himiclte our Protefor againit (o vio» 
lent an oppolition as is generally practiſed ayainlt vs our 
all his kingdome; to the preiudice of the authoritie of his 
Edids, and againſt the open threats of our ruine , which 
by the example of the calamities of Bearn are made more 
fear{ull, Burt we fhnde chat our enemies had ftope his Mas 
ielties cares again(t all our requelts, which are rejected; nei» 
ther will any thing be recciued or heard on-our fide , And 
at the {ame time we are crimunally arraig..ed in Parliaments 
and other Courts of iuttice, This Towac andall of vs are 
threatened with warre, as rebels and (cditious perſons. 
Whereupon judging by experience of what is paſt, and 
by our enemics method, which to our colt we haue but too 
well learnd and experimented, that this accuſation and ' 
elle threats were to authorize 2 refulall and denall ef-ju- 
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tice, and to make vs loſe all hope of cuer obtaining any 
thing hereafter in our moſt iuſt and necellary complaints 
we inſiſt at ſeucral times on the tuſtification of our innocen- 
cie, and continue to beſeech his Maicſtie, and to lay duwne 
our molt humble petitions at his feete, Bur as all acceſſe is 
interdiRted vs, and that ro bring our proceedirgs into ha» 
tred cuen with thoſe of our owne fide, and to laue diuificn 
in our Churches, our enemies cauſed it to be to!d our De- 
puties Generall and divers others among vs,that the King, 
though reſolued to heare nothing from vs,would nab 
ſtanding deale fauourably with his ſubieRs of the Religionz 
and do them iultice.That he was willing to heare our com- 
paints by the Deputies Generall, and in the name of the 
Churches, T v trie what would be the effeR of theſe words, 
we ceafle all purſuite in our owne name,jare filent, and put 
it over wholy to our Deputies Generall, to follow it in 
their owne name and in the name of the Churches. And 
certainly we may boldly adde, that it the eſtate of our cala« 
mities increaſing daily, and threatning worle, had —_ 
mented our apprehenſion and juſt miftrult, ouercome wit 
ſo many vexations, repullſes, threats, and with deſpaire of 
any ſuccelle, we could delire nothing more then to retire 
our {elues; and ic may be our Churches would haue pardo- 
ned vs, But at the ſametime che fraud of our enemies did 
furtherdiſcouer it ſelfe, and the perſecution proieRed as 
pain(t vs, breaking out in diuers places,ha: h manitelt-d their 
dellignes by ſo many perfid'es and outrages, that being 
forced tor iuſtification of our i:nocencie and law full de- 
fence againſt the warre they make vpvn vs, here to lay 0- 
pen their proceedi.'gs before the eyes of al' the world , we 
would be {ctupulous for the honour of France to publiſh 
deeds {o odiovus, if withall it were not knowne that the au- 
thors ot them are France's greatelt c11emies, and haue con- 
ſpired her ruine apd ours, 

Firſt ot all, vnder colour of theſe faire promiſes, that the 
the King would keepe his Edits made in faucur of his 
ſubicRs of che Religion,and would fatisfte their complaines 
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of vnperformance of promiſes, my Lord Duke de Leſdi- 
grieres isdrawne to the Court, by perlwading him that his 
mediation wou'd be a great furtherance vnto the buſinelle, 
and allthe Lords and perſons of greatelt note among vs 
arc entertained with the ſame hopes. In the meane while 
Monſieur de e Montmorenci is vp in armes againlt vs in Lan- 
guedoc, and after many aQs of hoſtilitie, ſets ypon Ville» 
neufue de Burg a Towne of oursin V iuarez. And becauſe 
it was eaſie to bc forcſeene that this violence would me. te 
witty « ppolttion » Monſieur de Rearx Licutenante of the 
Kings Guard is {ent from Court with apparent command 
ro difarme all luch as he ſhould findearmel, Aſonſienr de 
Chaſtillon (WINOIKC prudence and attection to the Kings {cr- 
uice and countries peace had hitherto withheld che peoples 
impatience, dckrous to repulle the violence offered them) 
being informed of the faid Siewr de Reanx his charge by a 
yeovan of the Guard whom he had lent vmto him , cone 
tinued to ſtay our peoples commotion : and as he ez pets 
more particular newes from the ſaid Siewr de Reawx,and of 
Monſieur ds Monitmorencies obedience to the command 
he brought, Villeneufne de Berg having withſtood two 
ſcaladocs and diuersaſlaulrs at the gate, yeelding preſently 
at the Kings name to the (aid Siewr de Reanx , and ſybmits 
ting it ſelfe vnto his proteQtion and keeping , Monſieur de 
(Alortmorenci comming in, eſtablitherh there a gariſon, 
which at the ſame in{tapt committeth all kind of riots and 
outrages, Hereupon our men being induced to: arme 
themlclue- for fearc of the like frauds, and for the necelhty 
of their owne defence , MMonſrenr de Reanx comming to 
Monſieur de Chaſtillen, and afluring-him that Vulleneutue 
de-Berg ſhould be reſtored, and vnver hope that according 
to the articles agreed ypon betweene them , all things 
ſhould be recſtabliſhed in peace, hauing obtained that he 
ſhou!ld voarme; whiles he was truly doing ſo, Aonfienr de 
CMontmrenci in ſtead of pertorming couenants , lodgeth 
hae or hxe companiesin Villeneufuede Berg , and pro 
claimes with a drum {on ſieny de Perant Gouctnor thereots 
and 
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and moreover having diſpatched divers new commiſſions, 
dated the morow after Siewr de Reanx his ariual! there, he 
aſſiegeth Vals another place of ours in Viuarets, where e- 
uen the faid Siewr de Reanx himſclte , whiles Monfenr de 
Chaſtillon reſted vpon his word, that Aſonſtewr de CMentmer 
rexci ſhould performe cournants, allilted in perſon, and 
was ſpeRaror of the battery, This little and weake place, 
without any defence but the inhabitants, taviog endured 
a hundred cannon ſhot, yeelding vpon honorable compo- 
ſition, directly contrary to the capitulation all inanner of 
crucltics,violences and barbariſmes haue bin there praQti- 
ſed ypon an infinite company of poore innocent perſon; 
cruelly murthered or rauifhed, And againe,contrary to the 
{aid articles the like hath bin done at Valons a placc neare 

vnto the other, Theſe frauds and breaches of counterfeit 

contrats,do manifeſt ynto the world that the Kings word 
and apparent command, haue bin vied but as a ſnare for our 

plaine meaning, and vnder a ſecret approbation of all that 

A ſonfrewr de Montworenci (ſhould doe to the ton crary, 0 

make ys loſe thoſe places. | 

Moreouer at the ſame time Monſievr de Poyane having 
fortified himſelf in Bearn to beate out Monſieur de la Force, 
Monfienr de la Saladie is (ent trom the King to Ionſteur de 
la Force to command him to diſmifle thoſe troupes that he 
kept by himfor his owne fafetic and co maintain the Kings 
authoritie {im his charge of Gouernour of the country a* 
gainſt che violent enterpriſes of the ſaid Siewr de Poyane, 
But the faid Siewr de la Saladie in (tead of carying backe 
Monſiny de la Forces anſwer to the King , as he ſeemed, 
went intoGuyenne to Meſſicars df Eſpernon,de Vignoles,and 
divers others to arme , ſo that in an inſtant all Guycnne 
was filled with troupes, beſides thoſe that were letr chere 
before. 

On the other fide,atthe fame inftant-the rrovpes left fn 
Poitou drew neate vnto this Citie an S$.lohn d'Arnyely. 
And by order fromthe Councell all Courts of Audit for 
Receirs were remouecd from all our places of fafetic, where 
D 2 they 
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they were ctabliſhed; a palpable argument that though 
the citic of Rochell onely was threatned , yet all the reſt 
were aimed at, by a generalldeſſigne of warre againſt vs 
ready to be put in execution x this remouall being ro no 
other end, thento take from vs the meanes of helping our 
ſelucs with thoſe profits in our awae defence when the 
perſecution ſhould come,which by conſequent they inten« 
ded againſt vs, 


| Now as by theſe new alterations of our peace, by theſe me- 


naces,by the open oppr. [hon & periecution in ſo many pla- 


ces,we did forclee well enough the Rorme y hung over our | 


heads and ready to fall, knowing beſides y our enemies putt 
vp with their ſuccelle in the rausge & deſolation of Bearn, 
did tay for nothing but a fir ſeaſun to-continue our ruine 
by an _ warrez which was too calie to be learnd by their 
open talke, vpon the returne from Bearn , of the liege of 
Rochell, of the meanes and facilitie of taking it, By the 
diſcourſe which the King was hourely entertained with of 
the ruine of Huguenots: bythe calumnies laid vpon vs 
for a pretext ; by the threats that followed; and by the pre- 
parations vilably made for that purpoſe, Neuerihelefle be- 
cauſe there was ſome ſpeech of the Kings good will to- 
wards his ſubjeRts of the Religion, and the authoritie of his 
EdiQs, our Deput'es Generall (to whole charge the whole 
purſuite was reterred) preſented vato his Maicſtie a bill of 
complaints, requeſting ſatisfation for ſome of the moſt 
important grievances, with a ſpecdicr execution for the 
peace and (afctic of our Churches, 

Butafter many inſtances and delayes, after divers ſollici- 
tations and ſupplications of all che chiefeft among vs, cuen 
of the Lord Duke de Leſdiguieres himſelf preſent at Court, 
our Deputies generall could never obtaine any an{wer, 
Onely Mon fieur de Fabas one of them, and a Gentleman 
that came vnto vs from the Lord Duke de Leſdignieresy ha- 
ning giuen vs to vaderſtand according toa-writing of the 
faid Lord dr Leſdigwieres voder his owne hand. That for all 
amends after ſo many complaints, wy Lord Duke de Leſ 
dignieres 
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diguirrer did perſwade himfelfe ( for the King , howloeer 
our Churches were giuen to hope thathe would maintaine 
his Edias, did not hete fo much: as paſſe his-werd, neither 
by mouth,nor by any Othcer of Scate) - that if we wou'd 
firſt ſeparate eur {clues ,, we ſhould obraine the retraite of 
ttoupes from all places where we did-miſtruſt them , That 
the gouernment of the places in Dauphine ſhoul1 be ſear- 
ched and delivered vs in ſax moneths if it could be found, 
T hat order (hould be taken for the-patmene of ſuch. fums 
of mony as haue bin promiſed them of Bezrn in licu of 
their Ecciclialticallrevenues. That Atonfiewr de /s Force and 
his ſonnes ſhould fill hold their places, And-moreover, that 
he was promiſed atluredly that nothing ſhould be attemp- 
ted during the time that ſhould berequilite for the returne 
of our relolutions, But as we wereabout them, we were 
informed by 1{on/iewy de Chalas the other of our Deputies 
generall, chat the next day after, contrary to the ſaid pro- 
miſes, our enemies had wrought the King to an abſolute 
and open relolution.of making warre againſt'vs. That or» 
der was giuen for the Jeuyingot aczarmie of ape and/forty: 
thouſand foote and fixtboufand horſe, And that the go- 
uernment of Bearn- was taken from Afon/iennds (a. Foree, 
and given to Monlicur the Marſhall de Tnemines ;-aodthe 
oftive of Inc. of che Guan: which hisſbnne Mearfeur 
ke Margvirde la Fortobally was giuen to' the 1NMarquis df 
Hanny, andihet Homfieninde Atarpinullan another ot his 
fonnes was commanded taleane the Court,» . if 

Arche ſame jime, tss0uronemics haſtened our porſecu- 
tion by 21 kind of mauies,as,fetiniousiermons, jofiruting 
of coneflions d famatory/ibels; ca/umnicsand #typoſtures 
againſt our fidelities itupreflion of the Kinggbate ro our 
Religion, and their declara;ionsof warre pabliſhed/apaiolt 
vs, which haue wrought theſeefigfts, 1r happened in the 
cijieot Tours the agof la, chatbne Martin le Now, 
(not long afare.conuertediio pur Rebigion, for the which 
he ſuffered many inieries and reproches, ſo farre, that the 
people having made ——— and:(cmetimescal- - 
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ling it by his name, ſomewmes by the name of Artie 
Lmuiber, did burne ir puphkly, and no juſtice could cuer be 
obtaincd tor ſo outragious aninſolence)dicd: and a>be was 
caried to his graue; the people wade a head, and after they 
had abuicd his corpke and thofe that. accompanied it, aftex 
they had commirted all forts of ino-gritics and inhumank- 
ties in the diggivg vp of his graue, ſccking to do worley 
{ticred a more violent (eGition.So that having broken down 
and razed a houle neare che Church» yard, they run to the 
Church, bcing hal'e a mi'e thence, they fire it, they ener 
the Sextons houſe, and they pill and renſacke ic; and be- 
ing increaſed to the number of a fearfull myltitude , they 
evntinuethree whole daycs together in firing and pulling 
dowoe our Church, wichout the Magzſtrates incerpolition, 
and comruing t00 late he was not ab'e to reprefle to raging 
a viulence. From thence the example of this {edition pat- 
{cth preſently vnto. the Towne of Poitiers, where the 
people tran{ported with like turic, hauc razed to the very 
ground the walls of the Church-yard where they of the 
Religion bury their dead, broke and battered all the fepul- 
chers , and had committed the like violence -vpon the 
Church, it.the more carcfull Magiſtrate had not ſtopped 
chic courle. 

Naw che order of our enemies counſcls and ations hi- 


thercogand chiefly thcle.gragiralll/ and horrid vproves, the © 


great preparatiues for warre , the vmuſt and-rigorous Jea- 
ling with Mon fiewr de ia Farevand tus ſonnes,' contrary to 
the jute atlucaice , with chearoupes read yvnder Morfienr 
«4 F ſpernant coramand torthe. muation of Bean, -vitn-oHled 
and ſhewed(juthciendy, rare houre ot & | per. &- 
cution was come ,/ and char the deſligne of our ruine fo 
long a hatching now-2ppeered ,, Wherefore our enemies, 
that cheir peghdices might play their partiand pertorme their 
vemolt, . pronile rhat the'Kiag wall feeauſtice done vpon 
the ſedtian-of T ours; ard T0t6ke” away att oufition Hes 


where, or tolull a(lcepe the more confident fort, they cauſe - 


a declaration to be confirmed in all Courts uf Parliarpent 
41 the 
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the 27 of April, ſhewing that chough the Kirig would hz. 
ſtiſe ſame of his ſubiectuofthe Religion ( ſuch-as zre ters 
med rebels and (e<h1tious) yer he mcant and promiſed ro 
keepe his Edits with thereit «s log 4s chey ſhould remain 
in Fer obedience , and that he would maincaine and pres 
ſerve their hibertie and {afetic according to the contents of 
the Edits, And fioally they aſſure Monfewr de ba Force, 
that if he would leaue Bearn , he ſhould no onegr {erid 
Monſienr dE ſpernow word of it, but he ſhould prefently 
withdraw himlelfe. Now we will ſhew what was the etfe& 
of theſe promiſes, We will begin with the laſt, which was 
ficſt violated, After Monſieur de la Force had withirawne 
himſeclfe, and had certified Monſieur d Eſpernon of hiz dif- 
arming and retraic by the Baron ef Arre: , preſently Mon, 
fiewr d Eſpernon entredthe country with his armie, and {ei- 
ſed all cownes and places where they of uur Religion were 
moſt in number, filled thee: with firong gariſons, razed the 
Caſtle of Montanay, and brought the people to ſuch a la- 
mentable eſtate, chat molt of them, yea the chicfeſt haue 
bin forced to flic go quit their goods and country ; diacrs 
vnarmed and naked perſons were murthered , and the re(t 
remaine at this preſent reſtrained vnder # miſerable ſervi- 
eude, ſuftcring all ſorts of iniunes and cruelties. On the 0- 
ther fide,the King ferting torward for the execution of the 
menaces publiſhed againſt this Citie', after he had fpred 4+ 
broad his afſurances, that he went pot againl? his ſubjects 
of the Religion.in generall, and made particular promiſes 
tothe Gouernours of fome of our places of faferie, char 
comming to them he wouldinnouate nothing, paſſing by 
Tours 4 where the fedition being renewed and growne 
ſtronger, and the Conmillarie ſent to execute iuſlice, dri- 
wen out of the Towne, the priſoners fercht our of priſon 

violence, thehouſes of thoſe of or Relivion ( who 
frighted with the hrft cumult had wtthdrawne themſelves ) 
pild and ranſackt, onelythe Kings reurrence violated, hath 
with tnuch ado bin expiated by the execution of five poore 
beggerly rogues; {and thar yet to emertaine their creculiri2 
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whom our enemies would feed with hope that the keeping 


of Edits ſhould be continued.) His Maieftie came to Sau- 
mur, where Mofewr du Pleſſic telying yponthe exprefle 
promiſes made him, that nothing ſhould be altered in the 
gouernment , and vpon the truth of the Declaration pub* 
liſhed three weekes before, hauing opened the gates of the 
Citie and Caſtle to the King , experimented. to our great 
dammage the frauds and perfidics of our enemies, who ins 
duced the King totake away the geuernment from him, 
and to put a gariſon of toure hundred ſouldicrs of his Gard 
in the Caſtle, aud another in the Fauzbourgy of the greene 
Crolle and by this meanesto make vs loſe i pl-ce of fates 
tie . With what horror and indignation can all France fee 
the enemics of her peace and the Kings ſeruice abuſe thus 
perhdiouſly his name and word to commit theſdſ{o deteſta» 
ble diſloyaltics? Ir is bur ren moneths ago that by bis Ma- 
icſties expreſle grant, the keeping of places of (aterie was 
continued ynto vs for foure yeares, Of all others, the citic 
of Saumur was one of the moſt important for our ſafetie, It 
had bin in our cultody cuer fince the late King being King 
of Nauarre,zrequeſted by Hexrie the third , came accompa- 
nicd withthote of our Religion to deliner him from the 
captiuitie and tyrannie of the leagve, T bat Towne was gi- 
uen hjm for his pallage; and it remained thenceforth in our 
keeping,as a token of our good ſergices and fidelitie to this 
Crowne. This place ſeated on the Loire was to {crue vs, in 
the perſecutions and contufions which the enermies of this 
Eſtate have now ftirred vp, for a retrait or commeodious 
paſſage for ſo many poore diftrelled locks, to fave theim= 
ſclaes from the future fturie of fire and ſword. This Towne 
during the prace of thele later yeares, was a nurſery of the 
Church, and was the ſcate of a flouriſhing Vniuerhitie. For 
thelc cauſes our enemies cruekie hath cauſed the King to 
begin chis warre, in the which they carry him beadlong a» 
gainſt vs,by this terrible blow, ſo great, that to giue it vs 


with greater facilicic, all che precedent calumnies, all the | 


pretexts of diſobedicace and rebellion , all the particular 
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declarations againſt our Afſembly and this Citie, all frav- 
dulent declarations and promiſes made in fauour of ſuch 
as ſhould remaine in their obedicnce tothe King have bin 
ſet on toote, For can' it be laid , that MonSexr du Pleſſls, 
whole long and taithfull feraices done to the late King 
and his Maieftic now reigning , are knowne to all men, 
ſhould bave committed any aR of diſobedience or rebel. 
lion? Nay rather did he not paſle all meaſure of confidence 
in the diſloyalcie of our encmics, out of his reſpe& to the 
Kingsbare name? And hoping to auoide the ftorme that 
hung apparently ouer our heads, did he not himſelfe pub. 
liſh the benefie of that deceictull declaration ; and to make 
the firſt criall of ir, opened with ſuch confidence the gates 
of the Towne and Caſtle to the King ? Wherefore the de- 
Gigne being thus vamasked, our enemies were now pleaſed 
to manifelt chat it was intended againlt all in generall , For 
as ſoone as the King was at Saumur, newes came how that 
all the Proteftants throughout all che principall cities of 
Normandie were difarmed. Were they allo traitors?Or have 
they ſince the Declaration commirted any at of rebellion 
or diſobedience? Beſides all chis,whiles che King was yec 
at Saumur, Aonſiear Arnant comes to $, lohn d'Angely 
on Saturday the 15 ofthis moneth, to command the Lord 
Duke de Rohan and Afonſienr de Sonbize to come to the 
King, who delircd their aduice for che taking vp of the 
reſent aftaires, This was doneto two ends: brl.chac vnder 
——_ of iuftice, the great ones and common people of our 
Religion might be withheld as they have biu hitherto, 
whiles the preparatiues for warre againlt vs were cuecry 
where a haltening. Secondly and chiefly, that there n.ighc 
be the leſlc ſulpition of the Kings troupes led by 1onfiewr 
a" Anriac, who the very next day entring the ſuburb:s or 
S.lohn with three thouſand and hue hundred wen, ailaule 
ted the towne and gates, and would haye gone turther, and 
taken ir,if he had nor found reliltance, Was this Towne al- 
ſo guikie of treaſon? Could the Towne be guiltie, and not 
the Lords of it ? And yet the King writes to _— = 
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Duke de Rohan, as to his taithfull and affeRionate ſeruant 
and his Lieutenant Governour in the Province of Poictou, 
which ſurely he would not do to a rebell and traitor, What 
othcr crime then hath this Towne commiteed , ro be thus 
aſlailed - fs witha fiege,and forced to expe be= 
fore her wals the Kings cannon and armie, which maketh 
towards it with all diligence and ſpeed ? What crime alſo 
may the Towne of Iargeau (another p'ace of fafctie) haue 
committed , which was at the ſeme time beſieged , other 
then our enemies oath ro haue no mecrcie? then the hate 
of our Religion,whoſe ruine they haue conſpired ? 

This 1s that which we lay downe before the eyes of all 
our Countrymen, and not of them alone, but of all Chri. 
ftians, whom we here appeale vnto to judge of our inno« 
cencie, and of the violent perſecution that we vniufily ſuf- 
fer. And though this truc narration of vur enemies procee» 
dings again{t ys,and of ours towardSour King, witaeſſeth 
ſuſhciencly the calumnie of their accuſation, by the which 
they proclaime vs rebels ; yet that we may not leaue any 
Gzadow that might alienate from vs the fauour of good 
meas equitable iudgements, their compaſſion of our miſc» 
rics, and their helpe 10 our iuſt and nece(lary delcace ; we 
can caſily ſhew that as in vs there is neith-r appearance nor 
ſuſpition of the crime of rebellion which they lay vnto our 
charge. God forbid that any one ſhould thinke that the 
complaints which violence and cppreflion doth excort 
from vs, do any way concerne our King , in whom we ac- 
knowledge & reuerence with our hearts the image of God 
here 09 earch, But if laying vpon ſuch as abuſe his affeRions 
and conſcience, the iniuſtice of the which| we complaioe, 
we would name who,and tell what they are that accuſe ys, 
all France that groanes cppreſled with the intollerable bur- 
then of their tyraonie, would witnelle for vs that we ſhould 
not ſpeake it by way of recrimination nor calumnie, Bur it 
ſhall ſuthce our innocencie,that we onely purge Gur (elues 
of the accuſation , They accule vs of rebellion and diſobe- 
gicnce, and lay that we kicke againſt the Kings autkoritie, 
& Thanks 
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Thankes be to God, the Religion that we profeſſe, and 
which we haue from time to time declared by a ſolemne 
confeſſion preſented to gur Kings in witneſſeof the puritic 
ot our feruice toGod , and the linceritic of our obecience 
tothem , hath long fince acquitted vs of that imputation, 
We acknowledge no power on earth aboue our Kings.We 
{weare not toany other, We deteſt all dotrine that reach- 
eth, that either,direfAly or indirefly we may be freed from 
the allegiance we have {worne vato him. The holy profel- 
{1 ol theſe principles, hath ever been the ſquare and rule 
of a!l our fathers and our ations, When was it found that 
any of vs 6id bathe an execrable knife in the blood of our 
Kings? or joyne {words with the great enemie to ſpill our 
countries intrailes? Or rather atter ſo many wounds as 
France hath heretofore receiued from him,did not God vie 
our fathers armes to raiſe her cuen from the graue? Ard 
now that the ſame confpiracie is newly reuiued , that they 
who haue {worne morta!l hatred to our Religion,and with 
the like furic have vowed theruine and deſtrution of all 
the Eſtates of Chriſtendome, aid particularly of this Mo- 
narchie, governing at their pleaſure the Kingsheart and wil 
by their ſuggeſtions to his conſ{cience,do induce him to has 
zard his State to vndo vs: we dare lay, that time and expe=- 
rience will yet make him acknowledge that he hath nor in 
a'l his kingdomea {urer prop tor his Crowne then our fide” 
litie. And certainly there can be nothing more plaineto all 
{uch as looke vpon vs, then that the intereſt of our con- 
ſervation is vnſ{cparably nailed to the peace and tranquilli- 
tie of this kinglome, and ſtrength of our Prince's authort* 
tie. It is vndoubtedly cruz, that according to the humane 
meanes that God v'eth for the aduancement of his worke, 
the conſeruation and growth of our Religion in this coun- 
try, do wholy depend on the libertie and fafetic of the E+ 
GiRs vrider which we live; the maincaining of theſe Edits, 
on the Kings abſolute authoritie,Witnes the happie reigne 
of Henrie the Great, whom as God had raiſed in abſolute 
power and authoritic higher then =- other of the Kings 
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of Chriſtendom, ſo alſo vader that profperitic and great- 
nelle of this Monarchie,our Churches were {.cne to flou« 
riſh and replant chemſclues, and the Goſpell co fruftifie 
wth fo great ſucceſſe, that our encmics burltiog for ſpight, 
never lefe till theywad 7 pm y depriucd France ot this 
ſoabſolureKing. And though now for a pretext to inuade 
vs and ſtirre vp warre againit our Religion , they hauc ac« 
culcd vs of dilobediencs z have we done any thing eiſe then 
coinplaine of the infringing of the Kings authoritie and Ee. 
dicts, an.| demaod redreflc? And is there inthis any ſhadow 
of rebellion againſt our Prince? We allembled our {clues 
to demand iultice of him, Had we not nced and right to 
do io? We hauc already iuſtified it by the eſtate of our cala- 
mities,and the condition of the promiſes made ys. Haue 
we palſcd the limits of corftiplaint ? If being denied, we of- 
ten returned, and divers times endeuoured to lay downe 
our molt humble petitions at our Kings feete; alas! who 
can diſtaſte it,or blame vs, when we behauc our ſclucs to- 
wards our King, Gods image vpon earth,cucn as God him 
ſelfe hath commanded vs? And becauſe many Deputics 
outof allche Provinces, d-{irous to carry backe from the 
Kings bountie and grace the efteR of his good wil towards 
vs, continued together is it net a malignant and injurious 
pettifog geric , char to authorize a deniall of iuſtice , we 
ſhould be acculed of ſhadowing the Kings authoritic? And 
for a ſpeciall preſident for the Bid deniali, our enemics al- 
ledge that the Parliament after the preſentation of their bil-, 
breakes vp,and ſtaycth not for an anſwer, But what pro- 
portion is there betweene vs and a Parliament? All our dee 
mands are particular , We demand not that ſuch rules be 
preſcribed vatd the State , or ſuch new lawes and orders, 
wherein certainly the Monarchicall authoritie would be 
diſparaged and quartered if the Parliament ſhould do mote 
then advice. But all that we' demand, is, that our burot 
Churches may be repaired ; that the exerciſe of our Reli- 
gion let and hindered vs, be re-eftabl:ſhed ; That Townes 
giuen vs by the King, agd taken from ys by —— * 
ot 
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ſtored vs; That officers ms be admitted; That children ta- 
ken by force outof their fathers armes be given them @« 
gaine; and thelike , Wherein ſhould the Kings authoritie: 
be dilparag:d, if he ſhould command our of hand that in 
euery one of theſe points iuftice ſhould be- done v3? If 4 
priuate man to whom an iniury is done , may juſtly com* 
p'ajae of it,and expedt 1ultice trom the King ; why, if the 
it che iniury be done out of hate to a generalitic , may not 
a gencralicie do the ſame? Can there be then any greater 
iniuſtice chea co accuſe vs of rebellion and diſobedience; 
becaule we complained and demanded juſtice in this ſort ? 
any greatc: crueltie, then to perlecute vs for this cauſe, and 
make warre vpon vs? Butthis is {ufhciene to ſhew that the 
lar terche pretexts of our enemics are but coloured ſubtil- 
ties, to execute the old debgne of making warre vpon our 
Religion, and to plunge France in contuſion and trouble. 

W hertore conſidering the iultice & vrging need we had 
to haue recourſe by our complaints vnto the Kings prote+ 
Gion : The righe and permiſſion granted vs to rea(femble 
our ſ{clucs to ghat end in {ach expretle and folemne termes: 
the failing and breach of promiſes, cauſed by the fraud of 
our enemies, Their violence in hindring our accefle vnto 
our King, and in.caufing al our ſuites to be reiefted, The 
intuſtice of their accuſation, ant the (landerous crime of 
rebellion that they impoſe v-on vs,The dilldyaltie of their 
proceedings colidered, whiles they temporize ypon the re-= 
fulall of duing vs iultice, that they mighr rake from vs three 
Townes at once in Viiuarez, by the fraud of a treatic ani 
breaking their publike faith. The invaſion of the who'e 
country of Bearn, contrary to ſuch arrexpreſfle Gipulation, 
and (o tully performed on our de: And after that to come 
mit luch bloodic and inbumane acts of hoſtilitie. And lalt. 
ly ,chis infamous perhidie confidered,that vnder the ſhadovy 
ofa Declaca ion authorized withthe Kings facred pame, & 
confirmedin all the Courts.of Parliament of France, pros 
miſing hbertie and ſafetie by maintaining the Edics vato 
all luch as ſhould remaince in their obedience; the Towne 
E. 3 of 


of Saumur was ſeized on , where the gates were opened 
with ſo much obedience and re{pe& ynder expreile and 
pareicular promiſes ( belides the publicke taith of the De- 
claration) that nothiog ſhould be innouated, That by alike 
Fraud and trecherie the Towne of largeau was at the fanic 
time inuaded, $,lohn d'Angely aflaulted, and now is in ex- 
peRation ot a fiege . All Proteſtants dilarmed throughous 
all the chicfc Townes of Normandie, to prepare them, a= 
las! for a more ealte laughter, If all chelerthings,we fay,be 
rightly conſidered together, we doubt not bur it will ealily 
appeare that we ſuffer this perſecution foriuſlice fake, and 
by the hatred of our Religion, which a generall coalpiracie 
throughout 21! Europe now threatneth ro deſtroy, 
Wherctore being forcedforthe libertie of our conſcien- 
ces,and out ot loue to our Country, to lecke in our ſelues, 
and towards the friends of our Religion and this State , a 
zuſt and neceſlary defence : we here yer againe preſent our 
{elues with tcares betore our King , beſceching him in all 
humilitic to conlider and belceue, that] the yowes and ar- 
dent &elires that we continually powre forth vnto God in 
our prayers, are for the proſperitie of his perſon and-State, 
And tbat it would p'eaſc him to remember that our fathers 
taught by their Religion the truce obedience due ynto their 
King, hauc negle&tcd the ſetctie of their owne lines, to far- 
ther and aduance tbe labours of Hexrie the Great, in the re - 
coucry of his kingdome, perfidiouſly fold and expoled ro 
the enemic, by the very ſame pretexts of hatred and perſa- 
cution againſt our Religion and vs, And that he would vn- 
derſtand, that we following our fathers Reps, as heires of 
their affeRions, have neuer forſaken the dutic we were 
borne to,nor refuſed the true obedience and ready ſervice 
that our Religion teachcth vs to yeeld him. And would to 
God, Sir,that your Maieltie moved. with the true interetd 
of your greatneſſe, and out of your. natural] peneroficie, 
would for the ſerling of your Crowne and dignitic of your 


kingdome, turne your armes vpon the enemies of your * 


State, and yſe our fidcelitie in the defence of ſuch a cauſe. 
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We will boldly fay for our ſelues, that in ſo glorious an &« 
mulation berweene your beſt ſubie&g,we would cary away 
the priſe troinchemall, Bur we fay now with veares of 
blood, and in the bitternetle of grones that teare our in= 
trals, that the enemies of your Crowne and perſon, Sir, ha- 
wing induced you todraw your {word againſt ys, and to 
bathe it in the blood of your loyallcſt ſubieRs, will vndo 
both your Crowne and perſon alogeiher , They are your 
vndoubtcd ene.nies, that kindle your hatredagainſt vs, to 
fire your Eſtate, and burie you in the ruines. Who hauing 
cruelly murthered the greateſt King of che world, your 
plorious father, becauſe he would not hate vs, and that his 
goodaelle and iuftice did proteR vs as his trultie ſubieRs; 
donow induce your Maiettie to hate and deſtroy vs, to 0s 
verwhelme yourſelfe with che fall of this Monarchie, And 
if in chis tempeſt which they haue already ſtirred vp, and 
which we feete comming downe vpon vs, we are conſtrai- 
ned for our owne defence and preferuation to betake our 
ſelues ynto naturall remedies, we here proteſt, Sir, before 
God, before you, and before all men, that our purpoſe is ec» 
uermore to preſerue your authoritic and the reſpeR of your 
obedience among vs ; andthat we will do our beſt ende- 
uours to ſaue your acre perſon. and kinydome from pee 
riſhing. Go4,whois the God of mercieand reucnge,and 
who according to the decrees of his couaſell , ſometimes 
hath powred out his wrath with d ucrs examples of horror 
on the heads of Kings an4 nations riſen againſt him. Some= 
mes hath preſerued and reconciled to himicife the geae 
teſt perlecutors of his Church, gra:it, according to our 
yowes, that your Mateſtiz (ecure from all dangers, may 
acknowledge the Religion and fivelicic of choſe perfons 
whom yuu now hate and know not. 

In the meane while we call hzre by our moſt humble 
ſupplications all Kings,Princes and Eſtates incereſſed inthe 
innocencie of good and faithfull ſubieRs oppreſſed, bur 
elpecially bound in conſcience before God to defend the 
caule ot his truth, And requeſt them co prop with their 
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helpe and ſuccour the weake defence that of necelliric we 
oppele to the many and pui(lant forces of our enemies, who 
hauing cboſca this tive of purpoſe , ; now that they have 
ſex on fire the greateſt pare of che Eſtates from whence they 
unagine we might haye expected ſuccour,hope to opprefie 
vs with greater facilitie;Buc our chicfcft truſt is in the arme 
ot the Almightie, who ouerthroweth the deſiignes of na- 
| tions,and blatts the enterpriſes of people conſpiring againſt 
Iſrael. And ſince that for the gloric of his Name we are [1a- 
ecd, and that to overthrow his truth our ruine is ſought at» 
ter, we aſſure our lelues that he will make vs teele the lame 
dcliuerance that our fathers haue proved by his ſuccour, 
which we call vpon from the bottome of our ſoules, Keepe 
wor thou ſilence, O God; bold not thy peace, and be not ſtill, O 
God, For lo thine exemie! nuke 4 twanult : and they that bate 
thee, hane lift vp the head, 
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This # the Declaration of the Reformed Churcher of France 
and Soueraigntic of Bearn by their Deputies aſſembled at Re- 


chell, And inthe name of all, 
Combort, Preſiaent, 
Banage, Aſſiſtant. 
Rodu, Secretarie. 
Riffauc, Secretaries . 
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ll Oarteout Reader, I pray thee amend theſe few faults of 
| moment, pag. 3, lim. 17.we, reade do. lin. 28. ation, r.at- 
fetion, pag. 4.4m, 35. forgrieuen, pag gulb.y. foryon.d. zz, 
thereof by, r,of the. ob £2 ay. 
mate UTE 


